failure.
In rending over the Several published accounts, I have been surprised that inquiry has not been more closely directed to what is commonly called the snake-stone. It is true that an essential of its use requires that it should adhere to the surface of the skin, and hence there may have been extreme difficulty in causing it to adhere to the hairy coats of the animals under experiment; and this may have led to the remedy being put aside as unsuitable, though there would appear to be no great difficulty in having the flank of a dog well shaved before applying the bite first, and then the antidote. Again, there is no doubt, as a remedy, it has, in common with many others, serious drawbacks ; for example, we cannot all of ns carry about a snake-stone, and its virtue is said to depart by exposure to the air; and if it is kept in some private corner, the chances are very great, that no one can find it when it is wanted. On the other hand it appears certain that the snake-charmers, those men who may be said to live with snakes, have, for many generations, maintained their faith in its properties, and to this day invariably have one in their possession, and apply it at once to the wound, shoald they receive a bite while performing. Thev also chew, and perform certain passes with the root of aristolochia and one or two other serpent-worts, but so far as I have been able to understand, their partiality for these rests almost entirely on their similarity of shape and appearance to a snake, and to the effect their appearance has on the gullibility of the ignorant bystanders, while all their trust is reposed on the virtue of the snake-stone alone. Now I will take it as admitted, that the snake-charmers do seize and handle poisonous snakes, as indeed do many others -who are not snake-charmers. I have myself repeatedly made experiments with the snakes of chance-strollers and seen their fatal results ; and further there are few of them, but have a sad btory to tell of their own relatives who have fallen victims (either through rashness, or drinking, or carelessness) to the saake with which they were familiar. It is quite true that many of their snakes can be examined and the fangs found wanting, but it is also certain that they are reproduced, as indeed one would be led to expect seeing they are the only natural weapon of defence to the most helpless creatures; and it is doubtful if anything, except the actual cautery to the dental sac or the gland duct, would cause permanent innocuity. If, therefore, the snake-charmers do run a continual hazard of poisonous bites, the antidote which they constantly employ should be more closely examined, for it is difficult to realize their continued existence without something of value to guard against accident. I am quite aware of the claim they make to have been gradually inoculated, and to be as it were venom proof. But fangs. The blood flowed and intense pain appeared to follow almost immediately; but with all expedition, the friend of the sufferer undid his waist-cloth, and took from it two snake-stones, each of the size of a small almond, intensely black and highly polished, though of an extremely light substance. These he applied one to each wound inflicted by the teeth of the serpent, to which they attached themselves closely, the blood that oozed from the bites being rapidly imbibed by the porous texture of the article applied. The stones adhered tenaciously for three or four minutes, the wounded man's companion in the meanwhile rubbing his arm downwards from the shoulder towards the fingers. At length the snake-stones dropped off of their own accord ; the suffering of the man appeared to have subsided; he twisted his fingers till the joints cracked, and went on his way without concern.
While this had been going on, another Indian of the party who had come up took from his bag a small piece of white wood, which resembled a root, and passed it gently near the head of the cobra, which the latter immediately inclined close to the ground ; he then lifted the snake without hesitation, and it coiled into a circle at the bottom of his basket. " The probability is, that the animal-charcoal, when instantaneously applied, may be sufficiently porous and absorbent to extract the venom from the recent wound, together with a portion of the blood, before it has had time to be carried into the system; and that the blood which Mr. Faraday detected in the specimen submitted to him, was that of the Indian on whose person the effect was exhibited on the occasion to which my informant was an eye' witness. The snake-charmers from the coast, who visit Ceylon, profess to prepare the snake-stones for themselves, and they preserve the composition as a secret. Dr. Davy, * on the authority of Sir Alexander Johnston, says the manufacture of them is a lucrative trade, carried on by the monks of Manilla, who supply the merchants of India, and his analysis confirms that of Mr. Faraday. Of the three different kinds which he examined?one being of partially burnt bone, and another of chalk, the third, consisting chiefly of vegetable matter, resembled a bezoar?all of them (except the first which possessed a slight absorbent power) were quite inert and incapable of having an effect exclusive of that on the imagination of the patient. Thunberg was shown the snake-stone used by the Boers at the Cape in 1772, which was imported for them ' from the Indies, especially from Malabar' at so high a price that few of the farmers could afford to possess themselves of it; he describes it as convex on one side, black, and so porous that ' when thrown into water it caused bubbles to rise,' and hence, by absorption, it served, if speedily applied, to extract the poison from the wound, f " Since the foregoing account was published, I have received a note from Mr. Hardy, relative to the piedra poisona, the snake-stone of Mexico, in which he gives the following account of the method of preparing and applying it:?'Take a piece of hartshorn of any convenient size and shape; cover it well round with grass or hay, and enclosing both in a thin piece of sheet copper well wrapped round them, place the whole parcel in a charcoal-fire till the bone is sufficiently charred. When cold, remove the calcined horn from its envelope, when it will bo ready for immediate use. In this state it will resemble a solid black fibrous substance, of the same shape and size as before it was subjected to this treatment.
E/se.?The wound being slightly punctured, apply the bone to the opening, to which it will adhere firmly for the space of two minutes; and when it falls it should be received into a basin of water. It should then be dried in a cloth, and again applied to the wound. But it will not adhere longer than about one minute. In like manner it may be applied a third time; but now it will fall almost immediately, and nothing will cause it to adhere any more. 
